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RE: Line Sharing Implementation-Your Letter of June 2, 2000

Dear Mr. Strickling:

This is to respond to your letter of June 2, 2000, in which you request that
US WEST report to you on its progress it has made in preparation to meet the June 6, 2000
deadline for implementation of line sharing. In this letter we set forth a basic outline of our
progress in implementing line sharing. We will, of course, be happy to provide you with
more information upon request.

U S WEST was the first ILEC in the country to implement line sharing, especially in
the State of Minnesota, which has been quite active in analyzing the line sharing issue.
Since October of 1999, almost two months prior to the FCC's line sharing mandate,
US WEST and various data CLECs have been participating in a collaborative work effort
focused on planning and implementing line sharing in the most timely, efficient, and
effective way possible. Unlike other UNEs that are provided to and used by a single LEC,
the line sharing UNE (the high frequency portion of the local loop) is shared by two LECs,
U S WEST and a CLEC. Due to the complexity of offering the high frequency portion of
the spectrum as an unbundled network element (UNE), it was (and still is) imperative that
U S WEST work with any interested data CLECs while planning for the implementation of
line sharing.
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The need for cooperation was particularly important in the area of Operations
Support Systems (OSS). U S WEST's OSSs enable CLECs to perform all necessary pre
ordering, ordering, provisioning, maintenance and repair, and billing functions associated
with offering broadband data services over copper loops that U S WEST is using to provide
voice services to end-user customers (i.e. shared lines). To modify its OSSs to support line
sharing. U S WEST had to understand the CLECs' OSS needs. To do so. it was essential
that the CLECs make their needs known to US WEST. For this reason. US WEST worked
closely with interested CLECs to define the OSS modifications that were needed for the
implementation of line sharing.

To that end, in October of 1999, U S WEST and interested data CLECs formed a
collaborative OSS working group whose focus was to identify and plan for all the necessary
OSS modifications required to implement line sharing. At regularly held meetings, the
group developed the high level processes for line sharing and identified issues to be resolved
related to those processes. The group assigned the task of resolving the identified issues to
various individuals and/or sub-groups that worked on the issue during the week and reported
back to the OSS group at the following meeting. The sub-groups addressed 1) the repair
and maintenance flow; 2) the pre-qualification of loops for ADSL compatibility using
US WEST's pre-ordering system (IMA 4.2), design layout records (DLRs) and lor the
results of mechanized loop tests; and 3) the technical configuration for deploying CLEC
splitters in U S WEST central offices.

When identifying the OSS business requirements, the joint team spent a great deal of
time identifying the data needs ofthe CLECs. U S WEST and the participating CLECs
discussed the needs for pre-ordering, ordering, provisioning, repairing, and billing
functionality. The requirements were agreed to and documented.

Attachment A provides the detailed operations and maintenance processes utilized
by CLECs and U S WEST employees. Attachment A also provides a detailed product
definition. I

The negotiated interim line sharing solutions enabled U S WEST and CLECs to
begin line sharing in the most timely manner possible. All interim line sharing solutions
have been deployed and U S WEST has been line sharing with CLECs since January of
2000. The long-term line sharing ass solutions, as agreed to by the US WEST I CLEC
joint team, are currently on target for deployment by December of 2000.

While U S WEST had not implemented all of the long-term OSS solutions by June
6, 2000, it has complied with the FCC's mandate that ILECs must have the "majority of
systems modifications necessary to provide access to the higher frequency portion of the
loop" deployed by June 6, 2000. The timeframe by which it has been deploying the interim
line sharing solutions is based on CLECs' needs and was developed by the U S WEST /

I Attachment A is confidential because it contains links to internal U S WEST websites.
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CLEC joint team described above. The joint team agreed that a timely and efficient
deployment of line sharing was most important to the CLECs, and as a result. the team
agreed that the interim line sharing solutions were key to accommodating the CLECs'
immediate needs.

US WEST and CLECs have been working together to achieve line sharing
throughout US WEST's 14-state region. US WEST, CLECs, and the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission (MNPUC) met on March 21, 2000 to discuss the status of line sharing
in the state of Minnesota, the first state in which U S WEST began line sharing. The
primary purpose of this status meeting was for US WEST and the CLECs to each provide
an update the MNPUC on the deployment of line sharing. Both parties' reports were
positive. stating that the deployment of line sharing was on time and going as planned. Each
party also reported that the other was fulfilling its commitments as agreed upon.

In addition to the ongoing work in Minnesota, U S WEST and CLECs have been
continually working together towards the deployment of line sharing in the other 13 states
throughout U S WEST's region. Over the past few months U S WEST and CLECs
successfully negotiated and signed an interim business agreement with each other for the
deployment of line sharing throughout the remaining 13 states within U S WEST's region
(an agreement in Minnesota had previously been reached). Copies of these agreements are
attached as Attachments B and C.

The line sharing operational/implementation planning meetings have continued on
an on-going basis working on refining repair processes and amending interconnection
agreements. The joint team is also continuing to address other items such as general OSS
issues, permanent loop rates, and service order processor (SOP) requirements as needed.

Line sharing implementation data demonstrates the following:

MINNESOTA

First Line Sharing Deployment:
First Shared Loop Customer Order:
All line sharing deployment completed:
Shared Loop Orders to Date:

1/10/00
1/10/00
3/31/00 (Total of 52 Central Offices)
28 (actual customer count, 26, as two orders
were rejected to loop qualification difficulties)

OTHER THIRTEEN STATES

Current number of CLECs who signed
interim line sharing agreements.
First Line Sharing Deployment:
Deployment total to date:
Remaining common area
deployment projected to be completed:

30 (13 original signors and 17 opt-ins)

5/15/00
159 Central Offices

7/31/00
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First Shared Loop Orders:
Total of350 Central Offices
6/12/00

In tenns of procedures, we attach as Attachment D a copy of the US WEST line
sharing Methods and Procedures for the State of Minnesota. This document, which is
typical of the procedures which U S WEST has implemented across its region. demonstrates
how U S WEST processes line sharing orders internally. and gives a good insight into what
occurs within U S WEST once a customer has asked for service which entails line sharing.

As you can see, U S WEST has established extensive and meaningful processes.
procedures and facilities for implementation of line sharing. In Minnesota alone. the cost
was approximately $1.7 million. Although line sharing has been available in Minnesota
since January of this year, we have processed orders for only 26 line sharing customers. If
this low take rate continues, U S WEST will be hard pressed to recover its line sharing
implementation costs from the cost causing entities, as the $1.7 Million spent in Minnesota
for line sharing implementation would, if spread among 26 customers, result in a cost of
$65,400 for each customer.

I hope that this letter provides you with the infonnation you need. Please do not
hesitate to call me with additional questions.

Melissa Newman
Enclosures
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INTERIM LINE SHARING AGREEMENT

"I'bis Interim Line Sharing Agreement ("Agreement") betwc= U S WEST
Corn.munic:.aIions, In.c. ('"lLEC"') and @link Networks. Inc.• Anival COInmwUcations.
Inc., BridgeBand Communications. lnc.,CDS NetWorks. Im:.• Contact Communic:ations,
DIECA Communications. In&:. Q/b/a Co\'ad CommunicaTions Comp~. Jato
Communications COr}). OD bchalfofits opcntine subsidiaries JalO Operating CoTp. and
Jato Operating Two Corp., Mcmana Wue!ess,lnc.. MULTIBAND Communications.
Inc., New Edge Network, Inc. dIbIa New Edie Networks, NonhPoinr CommunicmOJ1.S,
Inc., RHYTHMS l.INKS. INC.. and Weslen1 Telephone Integrated COtnmUIUcations, Inc.
r-CLEC' or -C1ECs") is en~ed into this 24th day ofApril, 2000. to govem deployment
of line sh~ in me staleS ofArizona. Colorado. Idaho. Iowa. Mcnt3.nA. Ne'brasb, New
Mexico, Nonh Dakota, Oregon. South Dakota. Ulah. Washington. and W)oming. The
Agyeement is effective as of the &1.: ref~mu:ed in 'the prc1=cdin; scznence and will
t.eIIninite OD a state-b~-Siaw, CLEC-by-C1EC basis whc:n line sharina amendmenu 10 lhe
interconnection agreementS between lLEC and CLECs are llpprovrd by the relevant state

public utility commissions as required by paragraph 36 below. !LEe and cues are
referred to in this Agreement individually as a "Pany" Of collectively as the "Parties."

GEN£RA.L
1. ILEC will provide cue with ~tns to 1hc frequency range above the \'oiceband

on a coppet loop fu:ility used to carry analog tircwT-swiiChe4 voiceband
tranSmissions. This frequency range wiD be referred to in this document as lhe
-hIgh frequency spectrum network e!ement- Of 1IDNE". CLEC may usc: this
access to provision any voice compatible xDSL teclmologies. Specifically
permissible arc ADSL, RADSL, OJiw and any other xDSL teclmnlogy Wt is
pl~d to be acceptable for shaJed lW deploym=T in accordance with FCC
Nlc:s. Under this Agreement, ·1ine sharing- isd~ as the snuaricm that exists
when the CLEe bas access 'to the HUNE and provides xDSL services on a loop
that also canies !LEe POTS.

2. To order the HUN£, a CLEC must have a pors splitter installed in the central
om,.: that serves 1h~ end-user o!lhe loop. In addition, the CLEC must provide
the cnd·u.ser with, and is responsible for the installation of. a splitter, fihtr(s)
andJor other equipment necessary for the end-user to receive separate voice and
data scrvi~c~ aaoss the leap.

3. On or before June 6, 2000,lLEC will begin accepting ordm for the HUNE on
lines served Out of evcl)' cc:nr:r41 office where CLEC has a POTS sp1iner inSlallc4.

4. Prior 'to July 31, 2000.1he ClECs will not re-quest conditioning ofshared lines to
nmove load ('oils. bridged lapS 01' clcc:troNcs. lfIllC be-gins conditioning lines
fer its xDSL se:vius. cues win have the same option. By July 31.2000.
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unless anotha date is agreed to by lLEC a:nd CLEC in \\ntm&. the CLEC will be
able 10 request conditioning ofa shared line. lLEe will periOnn requested __
conditioning. including de--loading and removal ofe~ess bri~ed taps, unless
ruc demOIlStraltS in advance WI conditioninC that shared line will signiflCaIll1y
degrade the end-user>s aWog voice se:rviu.

5. The CLECs initially will use ILEC's existing pre-qualificaticn functionalitY and
order processes to pre-q1.la1i!y lines and order the HUNE. 11= CLEC, will
det.ermine. in their sole disattion and at their risk. whether to order the RUNE
acroS$ Any specific: loop. lLEC and the cues will continue to wcu:k: toSeV1er to
modify these tunCoona1ilies and processes to bmcr suppon line sharlns.

6. lLEC will initially provision the HUNE within the current swu!ard unbundled
loop provisioning in1erval allcast 90% cime time. The Panies acknowledge that
this mlC"r'al may be subjc:cr to improvement based on systems mecb.ani%ation
and/or relevant state or federalngulawy orde%s.

POTS SPLITT:ER COLLOC.-.nON AND OP£RATION OF LINE SHARING
EQV~MENT

7. Il.EC will provide cue with access to the shared line in one Dfthe following
ways, at me discrenc= ofCLEC:

(a) CLEC may place POTS $1)linm in ILEC central offices via Common Area
S!lJjn~ CnlIoeation. In ws scenario. CLEC will have the OpUDJllO either
purclul.se d1c pors spIit= of its choosing or to have ILEe purchase 1hc
POTS spUtu:r on the cue's behalfsubject to full teimbursemcn. The
CLEC willl~ue the POTS splmerlO n.EC at DO COSI. SubjC'l;l tQ agreed to or
ordered pricing. lLEC will install cmd maintain \he POTS spJiner in me cemra1
office. fLEC will install me POTS splinc:r in one of three locations in the
central ofl5('e: (i) in. relay rack WI dose to lhc cue DSO lCmlimllion pclnts
as possible; (ti) whe:fe m in't:rmediate frame is usC'd., on that frame; Dr (iii)
where options (i) Of (ii) arc 110t available. Df in central offiees wim network
at:ce!s line counts ofleu~ 10.000, Oil~m~ diSlnputicn fiamc 01" In
some olher appropriate location. which may include an existing llC relay
rack or bay.

(b) CU:C may, at its option, plaL'c the POTS spli'tte1s in its own collocation area.
ILEe will reclassify TIE cables, fe-stencil framing, and perform any rela~d

worle required 10 provision line sharina-

(c) Under timer option (a) or (b), the POTS splitter Will be appropriately hard
wired or pre-wired so tlw lLEe is reqUired to inventory no more than TWO

points of temnnation.

8. In me event CLEC, Dr IlEC acting as purchasing agent for CLEC. is unable to
procure line shzuing eqIJipmem (i.e., POTS spJitte%S. ca.bling. etc.) for Common
Nea Spliner Collocation in a timely mmmef. ILEe will proceed with the line
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shariDg deploym~t schedules set fonb in paragraphs 12 and 13 below and insWl
the delayed equipment once lhe deploymeDt far the subject state is cDmpleted:,;.!f
the delayed equipment still is net awilablc one: lhe deployment for the subject
state is completed. ILEC and CL£C will worle loge't.hcr to establish an alternate
deployment schedule for the affected central Dffices.

(a) If the ILfe, acting as pmchasing asent for the CLEC. is unable to procure
lme slwin.g L"quipm.ent for Common Area Splitter Collocation in a time!y
manner. then the CLEC may provide JLEe with the mining eqwpmeJU.
However, the deployment schedules set forth in lbis Agreement may be
impacted. If impacted. the d.eplo~t will follow the termS and
conditions described above.

(0)

9.

]O.

11.

IfILEC is acting as purch!..siJl£ agent for more than one CLEC in a centl'al
office and is unable 10 procure line shming eQuipmcm for cme or more of
the CUCs in a timety uwmer, men none of the CLECs using the ItEC as
Pun:~B ZlSt:Dt will be abl~ 10 order Ibe HU'NE in W'tc=~ office
until the equipment is installe.d for aU such ClEes. !his tequirc:mc:nt docs
nOl aJ:Ply to a CLEC that, upon being coma.cted by lhe !LEe ofthe
~uipment shortage. provides its own eqlJipment TO n.EC for installation.
The CLEC will be notified by the ILEC of me required material on-site
d3te fa: that central office and will have 2 bllSiness days to detmnine if
W CLEC will be &hIe to provide its own equi~ent.

CLEC and ILEC may USC' any POTS spliner that meets~ requirements for
Ct11tra1 office equipment collocation set by the FCC in its March 31, 1999 order in >i
CC DocbZ No. 98·147.

If a CLEC requestS tlw a cenU"al office where it is not cuncmJy collocated be
provisioned fOl1ine sharing. the cue will indicate its request on the collocation
application for that teutraJ oflice.

CLEC will provide n.Ee wilh applications for placement ofPOTS splitters in
cenvaI offices based on the order set forth on me coniidC'lltW Central Office:
DeploymeD't List agm:d to jointly by th: CLEes and the ILEe and on 1hc
schedule set fonh belew. Ifthe application date is missed by any CLEc. n.EC
will ac.cepl m. CLEC's lUI: Applications aDd installlhc: POTS spline: wi1hin
:;0 days ofthe end of'the schedule forw Statt where: the: central office is located
Dr the normal interVal for collocation under the CLl~C's intc:rconn=ction
apement. \\>h.ic:hcv= i~ latei'. ILE.C and CLEC wiU work toSe1hc:r 10 resolve any
problems with order-related data included on the applications within S business
days of the cue receiving notification cf'tbc problems from lLEC. Ifthe
Parties are unable to resohc Ih~ Fl'Oble:ms c.na s busin~s days, 1hc ~pplication

will be vealCd as a late application as defmed above. Any changes received from
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the CLEC after 5 business da)'s of1he initial application date will also result in 1he
application be treated as a late application. -'

First 145 Cenlral Offices

NeXt 15 Central Offices

Nat 65 Central Offices

~maining Central Offices

March 24, 2000

Mmcb 29, 2000

April 3, 2000

April 10, :2000

12. Assumina CLEC reuses ~sting TIE cable capacity.lLEC will complete the TIE
cable rccl:assification necessuy to pennil a CLEC 10 complete placemenl of
POTS splitterS in its own collocation areas in the central offices identified on 1he
Ceroral Office Dep1o)'mmt Listb~ on 'the following schedule:

DATE TOTAL NUMBER. OF
CtJ'MUtATIVE
CENTRAL OmCES

May 15.2000 40-50

May 29. 2000 1130-150

JUDe 6. 2000 All remaining C0111'al
nffices identified Oft lhe
Central Office Deploymc:m
List

Additional TIE cables will be installed in accordance with the Standard inwvals
and proce££a: set fanh in 1hc mla'CQJU1rClion rsgrcemcms between lLEe and
CLECs at the completion afthis deployment schedule or under an iDstallation
schedule mut\wly ayeed upon by CLEC and lLEC. In situations where a CLEC
p)ac=~ POTS spli=rs in i~ toll~tioDlU"~~ CLEC may btpn placing ordc:rs for
the RUNE in me ~ual offices identified on the Central Office Deployment List
in accordance with the above schedule.

13. ll.EC"Will complete CommoD Area Spliner Collocation in the ec::ntral offices
id~tified on the Cemral O!1i.ce Dep10ymcnt list based on lbe following schedule:
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17. lkginnins on April 1. 2000. the CLECs will provide llEC wi1h non-binding.
good-fa.ilh rol1ing quar..er)y forecasts for sh.ared line volumes on a sta'tC'-b>'-~t~.

central office-by-cemral office basis. Additiowly. CLEC wiD provide a loS year
non-binding, good-faith forecast by qumer to lLEC bY June 1.2000. lLEC will
keep CLEC forecasts confidential and 'Will not shue such forecastS with any
pn"SOn involved in ILEC rewl operations, product plaIming or marketing.

REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE

18. lLEC will allow Ihc CL£Cs to access w combit1ed voice and dam 1i~ at the
point where it is aoss-connec1ed to the POTS spliucr. Under the scenario
desaibed in paragraph 7{a) above. the point of demarcation will be at the place
where the data loop leaves the POTS spline¥' on its way to me eLEC's conocaTed
equipment. Under the scenario described in paragraph 7(bJ above, the point of
demarcation will be where the shared line is cross-eonneC1ed 10 the POTS splitter.

19. ILEC will be mponsible for II:PW1n& "oice services provided over the shared
line and the physical linebe~ the network inlerface device at 1he end-'UScr
pzc:mise and we point atdemareatian in the ceutral office. lLEC also will be
re5pOJ:1Sible for inside wiring in accordance \\.ith lht terms and canditioDS of
inside wire main~ce a~emen~ UaDY, between ILEC and me end-usCIS.
CU:Cs will be lcspu~:iiblefor repairinS data services provi.ded over the HUNE
ponion oflhr shared line. Each PartY will be 1'eSpoIlSib1e for maihmihing its own
equipme:nL The Party 'thaI tonl1ols the POTS splinu Ulill be responsible fer
n:lAunainin£ il.

20. IUe and CLEC are conriD~ tD dcvdop repair and maintenance procedures
and agree to document finAl Agrecd-lO ptoccdW'es in am~4s .md procedures
document thAt will be available an D..EC's web sileo In 'the inte1im, !LEe and
CLEC a~e that the following sene:al principleS' win guide the repair and
maint=:mce process:

(a) Ifan end-user complains ofa voice problem that may be related to the use of
the slwed 1W for Gala sl!1'Vices, CLEC =d ll..£C will work lOgetbcr and wilh
'!he end-user to solve the problt:m to the satisfaction oftbe end-user. ILEC
will not disconnect the dam service withom the wrinen pennission ofme
cue unless the ~-uscr's voic:t: snvi" i, ~ dcp~cd~t \be: c:nd..uscr
cannot orisin~ Dr ~ccive: voice sradc calls.

tb) Eacb PartY is responsible for in own e-od-user base and will have the
.responsibility for resolutioD ofany service !:rouble repon{s) from its end-usa'S.
lI.EC will test for electrical faults (i.e., opens, shans, and/or foreign voltage)
on the shared line in response 'to 'trouble tid:ets ixUti~ by the eLse.

(c) When trouble has been reponed by CLEC. and such trouble is not an electrical
fault in ILEC'5 network, !tEe will charl:e CL£C any applicable charges
approved by the relevant state public utility commission.
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(d) When 1rOuble reponed by CLEC is not isolated or identified by teStS for
electrical faulu, ll.EC may perfDnn additional testing a.s requested by cue
aD a casc.by-case basis. lf1bis additional testin~ uncovers electrical fault
trouble in the portion ofme network for which the lLEC is :r~sp~"ble under
this Agreement, the CUC will not be charged for the testing. lithe
additional teS1in£ uncoven a problem in the ponion ofthc network for \\'hich
the CLEC is re!ponsible under this ~cment, the CLEC will be charged any
applicable charges Set forth in inlntonnection agreements bcmvcen nEe and
cues Ol by \he rdc:v-.ml SlaLe public: utility commissions. Wh~e no such
chuges ~ist, CLEC Will pay for such lCSUne OD a tiUlC and mau:ri.a1s basis.

21. When 1he POTS splin.er is placed in the c:e~urJ office: ViA Common Area SpIit=
Collocation" CLEe will order and install additional splincr cards as necessary to
increase POTS splitter CBpacily nom the initial installation. CLEC win leave one
empty~d in f:'Vety she1fto be used 1'0: :~cir end mZl.intenancc until s~tb rime lU
the card must be used to fill the shtlf'tD capacity.

22. 'When the POTS spIina is loca~ in the ClEC collocalion area, CLEe may
insta1l1Cst access equipm=t in its coUccanon uea for the pwpose ofteSting the
shared line. This equipment must comply 'lith the safety requirements set forth in
any 2pPlicable FCC rules. When 1M POTS splitter is placed in the eenU'al office
via Common Area Splintr CoUocation. CLEe will have the ability to penorm
intrUSive testiIlg aI~ test access point on a ijne·by·liDe basis.

PRICING
liEe and the CLECs l£rte to the following negotiate~ interim prices far shared
line;. tplifl.ef eolloc:anan~ othu elemeDts noteQ mth~ followinS \liblc::

Cattgory EJrmtDr Interim Price
Sb~ed Line N~-~urring InsWlation option is basic: IA09 price for b2sic

installatioD - lift and lay installation -lift and lay
Shared Line Recurring WT~ p 2S

2 ITl'/EICT- IA price
Inte:r~Dnn=ttioD Tie Pairs or
~'Panded Imerc~on

Cbmmel Terminations
Common Area Spliner Installation $5,000.00 per shelf
Collocation Non-Recurring
Common~a Spliner Equi~tbay - per shelf S4.g~ per shelf
Collocation Recurring
COSt ofPOTS splinm if POTS !pliner MaIket cost - in addition to
pruvi~dby D..EC the $5,000.00 flat rate
Ncn·recurrmg for TIE cable TIE cables Time and material for
reclassification engineering and labar
Rep2ir and Ma.u:ncnancl: TrOUble Jso14t1on and Pazagraph 20 (c) and Cd)

Additional Testing
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load Coil and Excess
Bridged Tap~mowl

1A price

-- .
.. The rclnanl intc:rcCD.!'1«rion I~ClJl=: heN/un tLEC me! C1.EC.

24. lLEC and CLECs will c~tinue work 'to &:rive at appropriate cost recovery for
operational suppon systems upgrades related 10 the shared line.

25. CL.ECs m::ly cboose from cith=' oflhe following options for an interim recurrin~

shared line rate:

(2) A rate of $5.40 per month per shared line; Of

(b) A %ate afSO p~ month per shared line until Jan\W)' 1,2001. On January I,
2001.lh.e interim recurring shared line rate Will chmlgc 'to SB.2S unless ILEe
continues 10 charge a nile ofSO per month per sbMed line to one or more
CLECs as ofthal date. In lhc event ILEC c~ues10 charge a fatc Df$O per
mcnlh per shared line to one~mOle cues as ofJanuazy 1.2001. lLEe will
continue ID c~e an CUCs lbat selcocted this interim recuning shared line
rate option a me of SO per monlh per shared line until such time as it begins
10 charge all CLECs $8.25 per month per shared line•. . .

CLECs must select one ofthe forcgoing options for an in'terim recu:ring shaRd
line rate by May 1.2000. and m\lSt notify lLEC oftheir selection through their
aoc:ount ~ams. Once c sdttticn is mAde. a CLEe cannot change its selection.

26. All imerim prices will be subject to trUe up based on either muruaUy agreed to
pennan~'pridne or pennanem pricin~ established in • Imt sbarin: cost
proceeding condUC1ed by Slatt pUblic Ulility commissions. In the event interim
prices are establisheel by sute public utility commissions before })ermanen! prices
arr established. either through arbitration 01' some other mechanism., 'Ihe in.;erilZl

priccos established in this Agreement \\Iill be changed 10 rellect me interim prices
mandated by the swe public utility commissions; howevcr~ no true up Will be
petfonned until mutUally aareed 'to pennanmt prices are emabJished or pc:nnancm
pri~s AlC cmblished by !fatepublic utility commissiotts.

27. Durini the 60 day period immediately following tM e1fee:tive elate ofthis
A~t. 1he Parties agree 10 negotiate in sood fztitb in an effon to amve II
mutUZlly aereed 10 penJW:lent pridna for all cftht elemcDts listed in paragraph
23 abc\'e and operational SUpport~em upcrabs rel~d to line sharing. If at
the conclusion of this 60 day penod. me Parties have bcen unable to mutUally
agn=e 10 permanent pricing for SOtD.t or all ofsuch elements and/or operational
suppon system upgrades relaled to line ~harin£. the Parties 8EJ'ee to ask. the state
public util.ity conunissions for each of the stateS liStCd in 'the introlh1ctory
paragraph ofthis Agreement to initiate a line sharing cost proceeding to cStablish
pennanc:nt pricmg for all dements. potentiall)' including operarlonaJ sUJ'lJ'l'lrr
system upgrades related to line sharinS. mIl in dispute at that time.
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28. This Apument constitu~slhc enme agrC'C'mCDl between me Panics an4 .-.

supersedes all prior oral or wrinen agreanents, repreSet1lations. 51a1Cmcnts.
nCl;otianons. understandings, }:IfOposals. and undenakings wilh respect to the
subject~~ herecf.

29. ILEe and CLEe enter bro this Agreement wil~ut waiving cmre.nt or future
:relevant legal riShts and without prejuaiciDg any position !LEe or CLEe may
t3.k.e on relC'VW'lt issues before swe or ftderal regiUalOry Of legislative bodies or
~cuns of competeD1 jurisdiction. This clause specifically con'leD1plates but is DOt
limited to: (a) the positions ILEC or cue tnay taJce in any cost dockel related to
thet~ and c.o~Qn3 oflin&: sharing; and (b) the positions thaI ll.EC or CLEC
Ir'.igbl taU before the FCC or my Stale public ulilhy commission related to the
'terms and conditions under which lLEC must provide CLEC with access 10 lhe
HtJNE.

3O. Tht provisions in this Agreement are based, in large pan. on the c:Qsti%lg SWl~ of
applicable law. ~$. and rcSyJ~Ot1S (··t"iZli.n5 R.w~"). Among the ExiS1i:Dg
Rules arc ccnain FCC orders. ihcludmg 1he FCCs Third Rqxm and Order in
CC Docket No. 98-147 and Founh R.epon wOrder in CC Docket No. 96-98
released OD December 9. 19P9. which cunentJ)' arc being c:haUcnge.cL To me
eXtent the Existing Rules are changed. vacaled, dismissed, stayed or modified. the
Parnes shall amend this Agreement 10 reflect such change. vac:aticm, dismissal,
stay, or modification. Where the Parties fail to a;z-ec ogpou~h 1m amendment,
ell disputed is$UCs will be resolveod in 2.tcordanoe with the dispw resolution
provisions of1hc interconnection acreements 'between lLEe and CLECs
incorporated by reference into this Agreeme:rn.

31. In addiuoD lD those provisions specifically referenced elsewhere in ibis
Agrecman, the pmvisions in the in~r~onn~C'tion agreemm1S between ILEe And
CLECs related to the followins are incol'pOratcd by reference imo this
AgrcemeAt: (a) limitation ofliebilityi (b) indtmnificaUoni (c) rar~ majeme;
Cd) wananul:s; md (e} dispute resolution. These provisions are jn.co~tcd on ~
state-bY-SUlte. CLEC-b)'..etEC basis.

32. This Agreement is the joint work produ,", ofthe Parties. has been ncgClia1ed by
the Panies and shall be interpreted fmly in accordance V/ith its te:mS and
conditions. In me event ofaDy ambiguities. no werClces shall be drawn againsI
anyPany.

33. This A~emeDt only may be amended in wriang eX:CU1Cd by all Parties to be
bound by 1he amendmC11t.

34. During 'the term ofIhis Agreement, ifllEC either (a) enters imo an agreement
with any PartY that modifies the rates. terms, and conditions o!this Agree:znent as
~pplicd 10 tWt.l Party, or (b) =n~tS into U1Y other agreement for line sharing with
any pany conWning rates. terms. and conditions ditferent from those in this
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Agrcemtnt, llEC will make such modified at different rate~ terms. and
conditions available to any interested PartY. Ta the extent~ modified or
different r8leS. tennS. and conditions are provided by ILEC only in certain .-.
locations or purS\W111O sc~ ethel limitation, 1h~n the modified or different rates,
'terms, and conditiol1S only wDl be made available to interested Panics in those
lotalions or subjeet 10 those same limiwioDS. Unless otherwise agreed 10 by the
Parties, this paragraph will n01 be incerpolated mto ;my U:ncn:o.cnec:tion
agreement amendments C'lter'C4 into bnween lLEe and cues pursuanT to
paragraph 36 below.

35. This Agreement may be executed in multiple count:rpans, each ofwhich shall be
deemed an original, but all ofwhicb shall together con..~tute but one and the same
document. This Agreement msy be executed wbere indicated below either by an
originalsi~ ofa duly mthom:ed ~entative of each Party c:r by a
facsimile ofsuch a signature.

36. lLEe And eLEC, a.cknow1edse me n~ed to execute amendme.nts to lheir
interconnection ~cment5 by June 6, 2000, 'to gcvcm line~g. The Parties
f\.Jn.ba o~owlcd8l: lhAllhc tllltS. \CtInS, and ccDdidcDS a/this A&r'"ment will
form tht basis for the negotiation of~ amendment. This Agreemem will
terminate upon txecutiou of such amendments and will be replaced by the
amtndmc::lts. Il.£C md cue~ i1;1" Wu any ~pp1icZlblcwindow fer
petitionini a stale public utility commission for arbitration ofan inlercozmecCon
~~em amendment for line sharing that would expire before June: 6. 2000 is
c~c! tolgnc; 16,2000.

37. The Panics will work 10ge1htr to schedule a conference call with the state public
utility commissions for eaeb Sla~ lined in W iAl:rQ~ PAl'Q~ph 10 lhi;J
A&recme:nt to explain this Agreement and answ=r any questions related to the
Agreemem. !'be Parties agree 10 work together to schedule and provide notice of
~ eall in the most efficient and e3:peditiousm~ possible. The Panies further
agree 10 respond to any questions or !n:formaIion requests from stale public utilitY
commissions in II joim manner and, in so doing. take ill reasonable steps to
preserve W confidentiality ofme Ccnlnl Office Deployment List.

:5 8. The Parties will work toge1he:r in saad f.e.i!h to address any problems 'that may
arise in th: execution ofany pan of this AgrecmenL

39. A:!Jy cue 1hat is nct a party to this Agreement rcay opt !:ito lhis Agreement at
any time prior to its expiration. ClECs mUSt notifY ILEC of which ofthe two
options for interim shared line rates outlined in paragraph 25 above it sdce:ts at
the time it opts into this Agreement or by May I, 2000a whichever is later.
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Whereas, tbe Minnesota Public Utilities Commission bas initiated the above
referenced docket to investigate tbe deployment of line sharing in Minnesota. Tbe
Commission bas ordered U S WEST and certain CLECs to complete a technical
trial to assess the feasibility of line sharing, along with negotiating other operational
issues, and stated its intention to order U S WEST to implement line sharing in .
Minnesota.

Whereas, on November 19, 1999, the FCC voted to mandate line sharing by ILECs.
As of the time of this agreement, the FCC bad not released its written order
mandating line sharing.

Whereas, U S WEST and, Covad Communications Company, NorthPoint
Communications, Inc., Rhythms Links Inc., Sprint Communications CompaDy LP.
and Onvoy, Inc. (tbe "parties") enter into thiJ stipulated agreement ("stipulation"
or "agreement") in response to the Commission investigation and the FCC's
November 19 announcement.

I. The parties hereby agree to the Terms and Conditions included in paragraphs 1 -
28 and Appendices A& B, attached hereto.

2. The parties enter into this stipulation without prejudice to any position they may
have taken previously, or may take in the future in any legislative, regulatory,
administrative, legal or public forum, addressing any matters, including matters related to
the types ofarrangements prescribed by this stipulation. Nevertheless, the Parties shall
fully honor and not appeal the terms ofthe stipulation, regardless oftheir respective
advocacy positions subject to modification ofthis stipulation pursuant to a change in the
law or a written modification agreed to by the parties to this stipulation.

3. On or before July 1, 2000, U S WEST and the parties to this stipulation will
collectively negotiate incorporation ofthe applicable tenns ofthis stipulation into their
respective interconnection agreements previously approved by the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission. This stipulation is limited in scope and application to line sharing
issues in Minnesota and will terminate the later ofJuly 31, 2000 or Commission approval
of the amendment to the Interconnection Aireement.

4. U S WEST's consent to this stipulation is contingent upon and subject to both of
the following provisions: a) the Commission approving this stipulation without
modification; b) the Commission not taking any other action with respect to U S WEST,
including but.not limited to imposing fmes or penalties, for activities ofU S WEST
relating to line sharing and prior to the effective date ofthis stipulation. Ifthe
Commission rejects or in any way modifies this stipulation or ifthe Commission imposes
any fine or penalty on US WEST for actions prior to the effective date ofthis stipulation,
this stipulation will become null and void and will not be used, rcfcncd to or identified in
any legislative, regulatory, administrative, legal or public forum.

5. Other parties may execute and opt into this stipulation, any time prior to the
expiration ofthis stipulation. Any party that opts into this stipulation after December 15,



1999 of this stipulation will be required to negotiate all ofthe timeframes included in the
stipulation on an individual case basis and subject to not delaying or interfering with
US WEST's ability to comply with the timeframes included in this original stipulation.
CLECs may opt into this agreement prior December15, 1999 and remain subject to the
terms and timefrarnes within this stipulation.

U S WEST Communications, Inc.

clco~oDSCompany

().~ ~
NortbPo· Communications, Inc.

9~?#
Sprint Communications Company LP.

~~~

~~


